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confined to manufacturing industry. As the nineteenth
century advanced, the conditions of world agriculture
were no less revolutionized by the opening ap of the
New World. The new phase was marked at first not
so much by improved methods of cultivation or stock
breeding as by the utterly changed conditions for the
transport of agricultural produce. Railroads opened
up the interior of great continents in America and
Australasia; and with every decade steamships
brought the new supplies of grain and other produce
more cheaply and in rapidly growing quantities to the
old world from the new. Wheat came first; but from
the 'seventies, with the introduction of refrigeration,
the ranches of America and Australia were able to
supply the old world with a growing proportion of its
meat as well. Great Britain as the richest country,
with the best and cheapest manufactures to offer in
exchange for food, became the principal market for the
agriculture of the New World; and under her free
trade system her own agriculture was gradually con-
tracted and a new movement of rural depopulation,
which found its outlet in emigration to the New World
as well as migration to the factory towns, set in. In
terms of product per acre the new prairie lands could
not compare with the highly farmed agricultural lands
of Europe; but in cheapness 'the virgin soils of the New
World had the advantage, and low farming with little
labour paid best where men were few and land cheap.
The conditions of agriculture in the new countries